
Pressure Injury Screening in Outpatients and Community Settings  JHCH 16.3 
 

Local Guideline 
 

 
 

 

Pressure Injury Screening in Outpatients and Community 
Settings 
Sites where Local Guideline applies  John Hunter Children’s Hospital (JHCH) and Community 

Partnerships and Integration (CPAIS). 
This Local Guideline applies to:  
1. Adults No  
2. Children up to 16 years Yes  
3. Neonates – less than 29 days Yes  

Target audience Clinical staff 
 

Description Screening for pressure injuries in Paediatric population in 
outpatient and community settings. 

  

 Hyperlink to Guideline  
  
Keywords Skin, skin management, pressure injury, pressure ulcer, 

Glamorgan scale, pressure injury prevention, JHCH, CPAIS 
Document registration number JHCH 16.3  
Replaces existing document? No 
  
Related Legislation, Australian Standard, NSW Ministry of Health Policy Directive or Guideline, National 
Safety and Quality Health Service Standard (NSQHSS) and/or other, HNE Health Document, Professional 
Guideline, Code of Practice or Ethics: 

• NSW Health PD2014_007 Pressure Injury prevention and management 
• HNELHD Local Guideline GNAH_0433: Skin management Bundle- adult 
• Pan Pacific Clinical practice guideline for the prevention and management of Pressure Injury 
• HNELHD Policy HNEH 09_05:Pressure Injuries: Prediction, Prevention and Management 
• HNELHD Local Guideline GNC_14_074: Wound Assessment: GNC 
• NSW Health Policy Directive 2014_036: Clinical procedure safety 
• NSW Health Policy PD 2005_406 Consent to medical treatment 

 

Prerequisites (if required) N/A 
Local Guideline note This document reflects what is currently regarded as safe and appropriate 

practice. The guideline section does not replace the need for the application of 
clinical judgment in respect to each individual patient but the procedure/s 
requires mandatory compliance. If staff believe that the procedure/s should 
not apply in a particular clinical situation they must seek advice from their unit 
manager/delegate and document the variance in the patient’s health record. 

Position responsible for the 
Local Guideline and 
authorised by 

Pat Marks, General Manager, CYPFS 

Contact person Cathy Grahame 
Contact details cathy.grahame@hnehealth.nsw.gov.au 
Date authorised  
This document contains 
advice on therapeutics 

No  
 

Issue date October 2015 
Review date October 2018 

Version Number 1 October 2015 

http://www0.health.nsw.gov.au/policies/PD/2014/PD2014_007.html
http://intranet.hne.health.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/119057/GNAH_0433_Skin_mangement_guideline.pdf
http://www.awma.com.au/publications/publications.php%23pipm
http://intranet.hne.health.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0008/115928/PD2005_257_PCP_1_Pressure_Injuries.pdf
http://intranet.hne.health.nsw.gov.au/?a=127755&now=1409722193
http://www0.health.nsw.gov.au/policies/pd/2014/PD2014_036.html
http://www0.health.nsw.gov.au/policies/PD/2005/pdf/PD2005_406.pdf


Pressure Injury Screening in Outpatients and Community Settings  JHCH 16.3 
 

Note: Over time links in this document may cease working. Where this occurs please 
source the document in the PPG Directory at: http://ppg.hne.health.nsw.gov.au/ 
 
RISK STATEMENT  

This local guideline has been developed to provide guidance to staff and to ensure that the 
risks of harm to patients and staff associated with maintaining skin integrity are identified 
and managed. 

Risk Category: Clinical Care & Patient Safety 

 
GLOSSARY  

Acronym or Term Definition 

Glamorgan scale The Glamorgan scale is a specific Paediatric pressure 
ulcer risk assessment scale. It is weighted to give 
increased risk scores for immobility and pressure on the 
skin. It has proven predictive validity and high inter-rater 
reliability. See appendix four. 
 

 
GUIDELINE 
This Guideline does not replace the need for the application of clinical judgment in respect 
to each individual patient. 
All patients attending outpatient services at John Hunter Children’s Hospital and 
Community, Partnerships and Integration Service should be screened for potential 
pressure injury using the Glamorgan Paediatric Pressure ulcer risk assessment form (see 
Appendix- Glamorgan scale, flow chart). This will be documented in the diagnostics 
section of the DMR. 
High risk patients such as those with oxygen, in seating such as wheelchairs, long term 
nasogastric feeding, PEG feeding, casts, splints or with spinal issues should be identified 
and parent fact sheets regarding skin integrity supplied to them.  
 
For complex patients the treating team should be responsible for performing and 
documenting a Glamorgan risk assessment and recording the results in the patient 
medical record. 
For non- complex patients the treating therapist should administer a Glamorgan risk 
assessment and record the results in the patient’s medical record. 
If patient is identified as At Risk, High Risk or Very High Risk on the Glamorgan scale, 
information and education about pressure area risk and prevention plan must be given to 
the family including approved handout. This must also be documented in the medical 
record. The three children’s hospital fact sheet: Pressure Injuries. 
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IMPLEMENTATION AND MONITORING COMPLIANCE  

1. All staff in Allied Health outpatient areas, ambulatory care outpatients and CPAIS 
Allied Health will be given education by an identified lead clinician within their 
service or team regarding the implementation of the Pressure Area guideline. 

2. This will include: education in the use of the Glamorgan scale and flow chart, 
availability of appropriate approved handouts/ fact sheets for families regarding 
pressure injury, education regarding the importance of using the IIMs system to 
record any unsatisfactory outcomes and documentation requirements for recoding 
the screening process. 

3. Compliance with pressure injury management will be done through the CYPF 
standardized auditing tool currently in final development and IIMS tracking and 
reporting. 
 
 

APPENDICES 
1. JHCH Process for assessment of pressure area risk in Paediatric Clinics 
2. Process for assessment of pressure area risk in JHCH Allied Health Department 
3. Process for assessment of pressure area risk in Community, Partnerships and   
Intergration Service (CPAIS) 
4. Glamorgan scale: Paediatric Pressure Ulcer Risk Assessment form 
5. Pressure Injury prevention plan- in development 
 
 
 
REFERENCES 
Pan Pacific Clinical practice guideline for the prevention and management of Pressure 
Injury 
http://www.awma.com.au/publications/publications.php#pipm 
JHCH_NICU_3.05 Skincare guidelines for babies in NICU 
http://intranet.hne.health.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/120214/SkinDec2013ne
wNo.pdf 
ACI 2014 State Spinal Cord Injury Service Model of Care for Prevention and Integrated 
Management of Pressure Injuries in people with SCI and Spina Bifida 
http://www.aci.health.nsw.gov.au/resources/spinal-cord-
injury/pressure_injuries_in_people_with_spinal_cord_injury_and_spina_bifida/scis-
pressure-injury-moc 
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USEFUL LINKS  

1. HNELHD PD2005_257:PCP 1 Pressure Injuries: Prediction, Prevention and 
Management PD2005_257:PCP 1 
http://intranet.hne.health.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0008/115928/PD2005_
257_PCP_1_Pressure_Injuries.pdf  
 

Parent Fact Sheets can be found on the Kaleidoscope Webpage: 
• Pressure Relief Technique (weight shifts) and Spina Bifida 

http://www.schn.health.nsw.gov.au/files/factsheets/pressure_relief_technique_weig
ht_shifts_and_spina_bifida-en.pdf  

• Protecting your skin and Spina Bifida  
http://www.schn.health.nsw.gov.au/files/factsheets/spina_bifida_-
_protecting_your_skin_-en.pdf 

• Pressure Injuries  
http://www.schn.health.nsw.gov.au/files/factsheets/pressure_injuries-en.pdf  

• Foot care and Spina Bifida 
http://www.schn.health.nsw.gov.au/files/factsheets/spina_bifida_-_foot_care_-
en.pdf 

  
CONSULTATION         
Jenny Martin, Kaleidoscope Director Allied Health 
Catherine Grahame, Manager Ambulatory Services 
Gai Lovell, Paediatric Occupational Therapist, Kaleidoscope Paediatric Rehabilitation 
Service 
Carolyn Matthews, Paediatric Physiotherapy Head of Department 
Brooke Drelincourt, Paediatric Occupational Therapy Head of Department 
Kathryn Macdonald, Paediatric Occupational Therapist 
Matthew Frith, Kaleidoscope Network Manager 
Elizabeth Newham, Clinical Improvement coordinator 
Sue Ayre, Co-Director / Manager Community Partnerships and Integration, Kaleidoscope 
     
APPROVAL 
CPGAG – 20th July 2015. 
JHCH CQ&PCC – 24th November 2015 
CPAIS CQ&PCC -  26th November 2015. 
 
FEEDBACK 
Any feedback on this document should be sent to the Contact Officer listed on the front 
page.  
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Appendix One 
JHCH Process for assessment of pressure area risk in Paediatric Clinics 
 

 

 

Version Number 1 October 2015  Page 5 



Pressure Injury Screening in Outpatients and Community Settings  JHCH 16.3 
 

Appendix Two 
Process for assessment of pressure area risk in JHCH Allied Health Department 
 

 
 

Version Number 1 October 2015  Page 6 



Pressure Injury Screening in Outpatients and Community Settings  JHCH 16.3 
 

Appendix Three 
Process for assessment of pressure area risk in Kaleidoscope Paediatric 
Rehabilitation Service (KPRS) 
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Appendix Four 
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